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SAVING THE WORLD WITH WOOL – YOUR GIFT IS IN YOUR OWN HANDS

What to knit or crochet for charity

The key with making things for charity is to make sure that you are producing something that will either be:

· Useful - for instance baby blankets and clothes for premature baby wards etc.

· Able to be sold to raise funds - for instance novelty tea cosies or soft toys.

There are also various "super knit" projects in support of various charities. These often involve donated squares of knitting being added together to build the longest, the biggest etc, etc.  Oxfam did a blanket in 2009 on this basis.

General points: 

· Check first so you know what you are making is wanted and will be used.

· Remember real wool will be warmer and more durable than artificial fibres.  

· Look online for free patterns to download, for both knitting and crochet.

· Ask in charity shops and scrap stores for yarn and needles – they will usually have plenty (just in case you have none in your stash …)

· Look in knitting magazines and online for small gift ideas and free pattern leaflets

What to make for charity - useful things

Your local volunteer centre will probably be able to suggest likely local groups you could knit or crochet for. 

You can also try:

· Hospitals - premature baby wards in particular

· Young and single parents support groups

· Hostels and refuges

· Animal rescue shelters

There are also national and international charities who will gratefully receive certain products for distribution (often in developing countries) and will be happy to let you know what they need. 

What to make for charity - things for sale

There is no more depressing sight than seeing beautifully made items, that someone has spent a lot of time and effort making being left unsold at the end of a charity event.

So you should think very carefully about what you make and where and how it might be sold.  It is probably best not to put all your effort into one item unless you know it is a winner.  Kid's beanie hats, gloves and mittens are pretty reliable sellers.

Trying to stay up to date with modern patterns, colours, trends and styles is also important, as is using suitable yarns and wool. Try to think about who might buy the items you are making.  

Teach others – become a mentor

Knitting and crochet have enjoyed something of a resurgence in popularity recently. There is a great demand for people to pass on their skills.  Teaching is a great way to help other people and put something back into the community. 

If you would like to help teach others why not ask at your local school, refuge or young parents club.  Most knitting shops and several magazines, and of course Ravelry, have lists of local groups.  You may find these fun to learn from as well as to pass on your knowledge and skills.

SEE OVERLEAF FOR USEFUL WEBSITES ON KNITTING FOR CHARITY

These are just a few of the possible links for charities – but THINK LOCAL as your first option and see what is right under your nose – it will give you more interest and involvement and you will be able to see the results – try your local groups!  You may find a whole crowd of new friends at the same time …

http://www.lovinghands.org.uk/
Blog from member of a UK knitting group which knits for charity and gives plenty of info about what they do and what they support
http://www.eparenting.co.uk/knitfest/charityknitting.shtml
Nice site for lots of things and this page provides plenty of current links and ideas

http://www.bhkc.co.uk/data/knitting_for_charity_08.htm
UK knitting yarn industry site to promote knitting, but this page is a bit out of date

http://www.knitonthenet.com/charity/
On-line magazine, very useful, and here is their knitting for charity page, including products to buy with proceeds to charity, for non-knitters
http://knitting.about.com/od/knittingcharities/Knitting_Community_Knitting_for_Charity.htm
General source from About.com on their knitting pages

http://www.simplyknitting.co.uk/?catname=/Knitting%20for%20charity
Magazine with web page on charity knitting ideas

http://www.dailyknitter.com/charity.html
US website with loads of stuff, and a charity knitting ideas page, also free patterns to give you ideas

BUT

http://www.warmwoolies.org/index.html is ceasing to operate from the end of  December, 2009 due to difficulties with distribution through aid agencies, so please look carefully at where you will be sending stuff to make sure that your work can be used.
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